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Mapam, = 
HE following Diſcourſe (publiſhed 
with a ſincere intention to do good) 

1 is humbly Inſcribed to Vou, as a ſmall 

18 Teſtimony of Reſpect for your excellent 

5 Character; and in Gratitude for the many 

kind and unſolicited Favours you have 


been pleaſed to confer upon, 
MADAM, 
Your moſt obliged 


and obedient Servant, 


J. ROBERTSON. 
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PROVERBS i. 10. 


My sox, 1F SINNERS ENTICE THEE, 
CONSENT THOU NOT. 


Y beloved young friends! When the 
allurements and temptations of an 
evil world, in various kinds, preſent them- 
ſelves to you, and attract your attention; 
when numbers of wicked men, by licen- 
tious principles and vicious practices, are 
endeayouring to enſnare your virtue and 
corrupt your morals; how happy ſhould 
I think myſelf, if any thing, which ſhall 
now be offered, might be ſerviceable; either 
to reſtore thoſe of you, who have impru- 
dently turned aſide from the path of virtue; 
or to guard the unexperienced and incon- 


A 3 - fiderate, 
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ſiderate, who may be in danger, from the 
dire contagion of iniquity. 


Too apt, alas! are we all to be led into 
guilt, by our own corrupt hearts, amidſt 
the beſt inſtructions and examples. Hu- 
man nature is trail; and the world has a 
variety of entertainments to amuſe our 
paſſions, and incite our appetites, in every 
period and ſtation of life. How forcibly 

then will temptations invade you, my 

young friends, when you ſee your difiolute 
companions (whom you have unhappily 
made choice of) obeying the impuitc of 
every wicked inclination; when you hear 
them ſpeaking warmly in favour of vice; 
and, by ſpecious arguments, perſuading 
you to youn 1 in the practice. 


You may, perhaps, imagine, that there 
is little danger of your innocence and in- 
tegrity being violated; and that no temp- 
tation Whatever can make you tranſgreſs 

the laws of virtue, or draw you into 
wicked 
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wicked and immoral practices, which, 
probably, you have often been cautioned 
againſt, by the good inſtructions of your 
parents and friends. 'By this imagination, 
thouſands have been deluded. Remember, 
my brethren, there is a ſtrong force in ex- 
ample. When-you lee your favourite com- 
panions neglecting, perhaps deriding, every 
thing ſerious; and freely indulging every 
ſenſual appetite; it is likely, that you will 
want reſolution to oppoſe them. At firſt, 
you will be ſhocked at their behaviour, 
and remain only ſilent ſpectators. But you 
cannot long withſtand the baneful influence 
of vicious acquaintance : Your attachment 
to their perſons will naturally lead you to 
approve their actions; and to imitate their 


vices. 


True it is, that it requires ſome time 
to conquer the modeſty of nature. You 
will bluſh at the very thought of firſt de- 
viating from the path of virtue. But, ſe- 
duced by the craftineſs of them, who lie 

in 


C EI 
in wait to deceive,” (and oh! what artifice 
and diſguiſe are practiſed in order to de- 
ceive) and betrayed by the depravity of 
the heart, and inexperience of youth, you 
will be tempted to make ſome advances 
towards the path of folly. The good im- 
preſſions of education will begin gradually 
to wear off; and fin become, every day, 
by artful palliations, more familiar, and leſs 
terrible. Your judgment will begin to ſub- 
mit to inclination. —With trembling ſteps, 
you will now venture forward ; will pro- 
ceed from one degree of wickedneſs to 
another ; and will thereby be led on, in- 
ſenſibly led on, through paſſion and per- 
ſuaſion; till at laſt, you arrive at the cham- 
bers of—Death. 


Perhaps, amidſt the hurry and tumult 
of the paſſions, the voice of friendly ad- 
monition may not be always properly at- 
tended to; yet, let me now requeſt your 
moſt earneſt attention, my young friends, 


wake I briefly point out the evils you 
incur 


CS. 


incur by going in the way of fithners.—— 
Let me remind you, that, by giving up 
| yourſelves to ſenſuality, you efface all 
ſerious impreſſions from your mind. You 
reflect diſgrace and ſcandal on your reli. 
gion. You forfeit the favour of your Al- 
mighty Maker. You ruin your fortune, 
your health, your reputation: You make 
yourſelves peſts to ſociety. You give of- 
fence to virtuous and good men; and be- 
come ſtumbling-blocks to the weak and 
the unwary.—W hat inexpreſſible anguiſh 
alſo muſt you occaſion your unhappy pa- 
rents, to ſee you thus ſwerving from the 
right way: To ſee you diſgracing them 
by your uſeleſs and immoral lives: To ſee 
you thus repaying, baſely repaying, all 
their tenderneſs, all their affectionate 
hopes, their anxious thoughts, their alarm- 
ing fears, their painful concern for your 
welfare. Ungrateful creatures ! Is this a 
proper return to make them; to be a ſword 
in their bowels, and to pierce them through 


with many ſorrows ? Alas ! they promiſed 
themſelves 
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themſelves other things, when you hung 


about them with your infant arms; when 
you anſwered their fond ſmiles, and liſped 
out the firſt broken accents of endear- 
ment.“ 7 ) 


Ft is probable that, for ſome time after, 


you repaid all their ſolicitude and expence 
by acts of filial piety and love; by your 
conſtant attendance upon public ordi- 
nances; by the performance of virtuous 
and laudable actions; and by purſuing the 
pleaſing paths of prudence and integrity. 


Bleſſed Lord! how did their hearts then 
burn within them, and ſwell with emo- 
tions of gratitude to thee, and their eyes 


overflow with tears of joy, when they 
beheld their child—a child of virtue and 


of God, 


But now, alas ! ho are their flattering 
hopes diſappointed! They ſee the good 
inſtructions beſtowed upon you, were be- 


| ſtowed in vain, They ſee their good ex- 
amples 
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amples deſpiſed and ridiculed - their autho= 


rity affronted ; their love lighted. They 


ſee your religious principles ſhaken, by the 
ſcoffs of the prophane ; and your religious 
practice corrupted, by the bewitching 


charms of falſe pleaſure. They ſee di- 
ſtreſſing ſight! they ſee you plunge deep 


into intemperance ; deſtroying even your 


Faculties to forget your Maker. 


Here then is the completion of your 
wretchedneſs! Sunk into the depth of 
wickedneſs, and ſurrounded by a train of 
attendant miſeries ;—your fortune waſted; 


your health deſtroyed ; your friends of- 


fended; your God diſhonoured ;—what 


courſe will you now take? To whom will 


n ? —TIf you look back; nothing 


but ſhame and guilt: If forward; all, all 
is woe unutterable. | 


You, my brethren, who have thus 


fallen victims to the ſnares of temptation, 


and unfortunately loſt the beſt ſeaſon of 
| devoting 


41 
devoting yourſelves to God; with the moſt 
ardent affection for your welfare, I exhort, 


in the name of our common Lord and 


Maſter, to betake yourſelves to immediate 
repentance, and a conſequent reformation 
of manners. Return — return from the 
error of your ways. Tread back, in haſte, 
the fatal ſteps you have taken. Abandon 
thoſe enſnaring companions, thoſe votaries 
of vice; and ſay, reſolutely ſay, to them, 
e depart from me, all ye workers of ini- 
quity.” —Aſﬀeciate, therefore, in future, 
with virtuous and good men, and they 
will tell you what you muſt do to be ſaved 
from the wrath to come. Reflect on your 


paſt miſconduct; and defer not a moment 


to ſecure your peace with God. Be care- 
tul to live ſober, righteous, and godly 
lives. Conſecrate the remainder of them 
to him, who gave them ; to him, who re- 
deemed them. With fincerity of heart, 
implore the mercy, it may be, you haye 
long deſpiſed; and beg for that grace, which 
often, perhaps, you have derided. Open 

E | your 
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your eyes, and ſee the danger of your 
condition. Nothing to keep you from 
preſent ruin, but the ſlender thread of life 
upon which you hang; which a thouſand 
diſeaſes, and ten thouſand accidents may 
cut off. With trembling eagerneſs then, 
apply yourſelves to the great work of your 
ſalvation. Remember! the time allotted 
for your converſion 1s very ſhort. Apply 
it now, while you may. Repent—repent— 
and be happy. Il 


As for you, my young friends, who are 
yet unpolluted by the vices of the world 
free from bad impreſſions, and capable of 
the beſt—I beſeech you, never to ſuffer 


| yourſelves to be drawn from the fair and 


bleſſed paths of religion and virtue, by any 
temptations of evil, by any perſuaſions of 
the wicked. If finners, then, entice you, 
conſent not; walk not in the way with 
them ; refrain your feet from their paths ; 
neither deſire to be with them, leſt ye 
learn their ways, and get a ſnare to your 

fouls. 
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ſouls. Enter not into the path of the 
wicked, and go not in the way of evil 
men; avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from 
it, and paſs away. Never truſt yourſelves 
in the way of that infection, by which fo 
many have been undone. If you value 
your preſent peace and future happineſs, 
fly from thoſe robbers of your innocence ; 
your ſafety is in flight. It may indeed 
require reſolution ; but, remember, it will 
greatly reward it. You muſt, therefore, 
exert your fortitude, and reſolve not to 
go to the aſſembly of finners. If they 
invite you, tell them your reaſon, your 
conſcience, your health, your peace, dictate 
and demand quite contrary things. Tell 
them plainly and ſeriouſly, that you have 
a prior engagement—an engagement of 
infinitely greater importance — the ſalvation 
F your ſouls.— Who knows, what a re- 
markable bleſſing may attend your noble 
reſolutions and admonitions. Perhaps, 
they may be heard with greater attention, 
and go further to reclaim the vicious, than 
the 


FF 
f me moſt animated diſcourſe from the pul- 


pit, 


Proceed, then, with courage, ye virtuous 
and amiable young men, to ſtem the tor- 
rent of impetuous paſſions. Endeavour 
to convince all, with whom you may be 
connected, of the fatal conſequences of 
| going in the path of folly and of fin; and, 
: in the moſt earneſt and affectionate manner, 
diſſuade them from it. Entreat them to 
go with you in the way that leadeth to 
life; and tell them, it is the way of plea- 
ſantneſs, it is the path of peace. By 
exerting yourſelves in theſe benevolent. 
ſervices, you will, at leaſt, put to ſilence 
the tongue of the prophane. By hearing 
you recommend religion, and ſeeing you 
maintain a lively ſenſe of it, in a conſtant 
regard to the all- ſeeing eye of your gracious 
God, it muſt, in time, affect them; and, 
as the Apoſtle fays, © miniſter grace unto 
the hearers.“ It muſt make them ſtand in 
We of your inſtructions, and may be the 


happy 
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happy means of their converſion and ſal- 
vation. 


Think not, my beloved, that your be- 
ing, and perſuading others to be, religious, 
will interrupt your attention to neceſſary 
buſineſs; to improving your poſſeſſions; 
or enjoying every pleaſure or diverſion, 
conſiſtent with rational beings. Think 
not, that I would deny to youth the plea- 
fing gratifications of that age; or diſcourage 
you from that ſocial and chearful inter- 
courſe, which 1s the higheſt cordial of life, 
Undoubtedly chearfulneſs is as innocent, 
as it is amiable; it both gives delight, 
and doth good: * A merry heart, ſays 
Solomon, doth good like a medicine.“ 
True religion delights not in a rigid diſ- 
poſition; in a grave, gloomy countenance; 
or an entire ſeparation from the world and 
its enjoyments. No: Its precepts are, 
*© rejoice; and again I ſay, rejoice.” If 
our hearts condemn us not, and we have 


L. 
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a juſt confidence towards God, certainty 
we have cauſe to rejoice. 


Inſtead, therefore, of diſſuading you 
from joining in friendly ſociety; or enjoy- 
ing, under certain reſtrictions, the amuſe- 
ments and pleaſures of life,] only urge 
you to avoid, as much as poſſible, the 
ſociety of the wicked; and to deſpiſe thoſe 
pleaſures, which are mean and viſionary ; 
thoſe, which will ſpoil your innocence, 
wound your conſcience, and offend your 


God. 


May that Almighty Being, who de- 
lights in ſhewing mercy to thoſe who 
early devote themſelves to him; may he 
guard you, my young friends, from every 
{ſnare and temptation dangerous to your 
innocence! May he enable you to withſtand 
the examples and enticements of wicked 
men, and to triumph over all“ youthful 
luſts and paſſions, which war againſt the 
foul !'—And may he, by his bleſſed ſpirit, 

| | bring 
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bring us all, in this our day, to know 
and practiſe the things which belong to 
our eternal peace, - that we may be pre- 


fented faultleſs in the _ day of the 
Lord. Amen. | 
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